
Good Afternoon,  
 
First, thank you for the assistance in obtaining the addressing information for law 
enforcement and first responders relating to individuals testing positive for 
COVID-19. This information will be extremely useful when having to enter those 
residences. That vital information gives law enforcement and first responders the 
ability to protect themselves with personal protection equipment to ensure that 
we are not transmitting the virus back to our agencies and ultimately back to our 
homes and loved ones.  But more can be done to ensure the safety and 
protection of our first responders.  
 
The North Dakota Sheriffs & Deputies Association along with the North Dakota 
Police Chiefs Association held a conference call on April 3rd to further discuss the 
disclosure of information for positive COVID-19 individuals. Representatives from 
several local first responder groups also participated. Together, we decided to 
send a letter as a unified request from all local first responders.  
 
The North Dakota Sheriffs & Deputies Association, North Dakota Chiefs of Police 
Association, North Dakota 9-1-1 Association, North Dakota EMS Association along 
with the North Dakota Fire Chiefs Association represent the first responders that 
serve all citizens in the state of North Dakota. We request the state of North 
Dakota; specifically, the North Dakota Department of Health release the 
following:  

• The names and date of births of positive COVID-19 individuals, 

• The names and date of births for household members of positive COVID-19 
individuals, and 

• The names and date of births for contacts of positive COVID-19 individuals. 
 

The three requests are in addition to the address information that is already being 
released. Local first responders firmly believe the names and dates of births are 
necessary information to be released due to the significant risk of serious disease 
or death to first responder personnel, their families, and the members of the 
public who are in contact with them. As explained in the attached document, the 
release of names and dates of birth is permissible under State and Federal law. 
Additionally, research on how other states that are farther into this public health 
emergency has revealed several states are providing this information to their first 
responders.  



 
First responder interactions with the public do not neatly fall into the restricted 
“address” situation. It is of limited value for first responders to obtain/receive 
only primary address information as they interact with community members 
outside their primary address on a regular basis. For example: traffic stops, 
domestic violence situations, child custody situations, thefts and burglaries, 
medical emergency calls, just to name a few, can involve first responders having 
contact with members of the public outside the home. Additionally, there are 
many of our communities that have transient workforces; and those individuals 
live and work in the community but many do not list their addresses there.   
 
In closing, first responders have an exceptional track record of handling and 
storing confidential information, as it is the realm we operate within. We 
understand the importance of protecting this information.   
 
We appreciate your consideration on this important matter, if there are follow up 
discussions that need to occur, please coordinate with NDSDA Executive Director 
Donnell Preskey Hushka. If you have specific questions related to any of our 
associations, you can contact the President listed below.  
 
Chad Kaiser, President    Scott Edinger, President 
ND Sheriffs’ and Deputies Association   ND Chiefs of Police Association 
Stutsman County Sheriff    Jamestown Police Chief 
ckaiser@stutsmancounty.gov    sedinger@jamestownnd.gov 
 
Kelly Dollinger, President    Shawn Weltikol, President 
ND Emergency Medical Services Association  ND Fire Chiefs Association    
kdollinger@ndemsa.org    Devils Lake Rural Fire Chief 
       sweltikol@gondtc.com  
Becky Ault, President 
ND 9-1-1 Association 
bault@grandforksgov.com 
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